COMMITTEE: Standards Committee

DATE: 7 April 2025

TITLE: Application for Dispensation — Councillor
Morwenna Pugh, Ffestiniog Town Council

AUTHOR: Propriety and Elections Manager

ACTION: To Decide on the Application

Background

1. [ attach a copy of the application form of Councillor Morwenna Pugh of

Ffestiniog Town Council.

The Standards Committee is entitled to allow dispensation if the situation falls
within one (or more) of the situations listed below:

"(a) no fewer than half of the members of the relevant authority or of a

(b)

()

(d)

(e)

(f)

committee of the authority (as the case may be) by which the business is
to be considered has an interest which relates to that business;

no fewer than half of the members of a leader and cabinet executive of the
relevant authority by which the business is to be considered has an
interest which relates to that business and either paragraph (d) or (e) also
applies;

in the case of a county or county borough council, the inability of the
member to participate would upset the political balance of the relevant
authority or of the committee of the authority by which the business is to
be considered to such an extent that the outcome would be likely to be
affected,;

the nature of the member's interest is such that the member's participation
in the business to which the interest relates would not damage public
confidence in the conduct of the relevant authority's business;

the interest is common to the member and a significant proportion of the
general public;

the participation of the member in the business to which the interest
relates is justified by the member's particular role or expertise;



(g) the business to which the interest relates is to be considered by an
overview and scrutiny committee of the relevant authority and the
member's interest is not a pecuniary interest;

(h)  the business which is to be considered relates to the finances or property
of a voluntary organisation of whose management committee or board the
member is a member otherwise than as a representative
of the relevant authority and the member has no other interest in that
business provided that any dispensation shall not extend to participation in
any vote with respect to that business; or

0] it appears to the committee to be in the interests of the inhabitants of the
area of the relevant authority that the disability should be removed
provided that written notification of the grant of the dispensation is given to
the National Assembly for Wales within seven days in such manner as it
may specify.”

(‘The Standards Committees (Grant of Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 2001)

The current application has been made on the basis of paragraph (f).

Background

4.

In accordance with the Committee’s procedures background information was
sought from the clerk to the council. The matter that will be before the Town
Council is consideration of whether it wishes to accept Barnarados' proposal to
transfer the building into council ownership. Barnado’s are the owners and
operated from one part of the building while the other part is let to the ‘O Law i
Law’ nursery. The Clerk has confirmed that the matter is now public knowledge
and is no longer confidential as is noted in the application form, and has provided
the following written information as background:

“An official from Barnado's contacted the Town Council to discuss the future of
the Caban Bach building in Blaenau Ffestiniog. Barnado's wishes to leave the
building, but wants to ensure that the building stays "in the community" and is
therefore looking for a public body to take over, rather than selling it on the open
market and the building going into private hands. The Council therefore wants to
consider the possibility of doing this. Although Councillor Morwenna Pugh has no
interest in the building itself, she has a personal and prejudicial interest. The
Councillor has explained the relationship in her application for a dispensation.”

5. | have also contacted the applicant to inform her of her right to attend the meeting

in order to be able to answer any questions the Committee may have, but she
has confirmed that she will, unfortunately, not be able to attend

The Ombudsman’s Guidelines



6. The Ombudsman’s guidelines on the Code of Conduct note the following in
relation to dispensations in general:

"3.51 Only the Standards Committee can grant the dispensation and will do so
at its discretion. The Standards Committee will need to balance the public
interest in preventing members with prejudicial interests from taking part
in decisions, against the public interest in decisions being taken by a
reasonably representative group of members of the Council. ..."

Summary

7. The existence of a prejudicial personal interest is impicit in a request for a

dispensation, and therefore the committee does not need to decide on that

point. In reaching a decision the Committee is required to balance the factors
outlined in the Ombudsman's guidance above.

The Committee may decide to:

a. Grant a dispensation ,

b. Grant a partial dispensation, or
c. Refuse the application

Recommendation

8. The Committee is asked to consider and decide on the application.



